
ART & CULTURE
FY17 PHILANTHROPIC IMPACT REPORT

As Canada's preeminent international museum, the 
Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) preserves, interprets 
and presents a collection of more than 500,000 
artworks and objects of cultural heritage, providing 
a comprehensive view of human history spanning 
millennia to the present day.

Thanks to your support of ROM Art & Culture, the 
Museum is able to advance its limitless potential 
for research and programming inspired by works of 
art from around the globe. We are pleased to share 
with you some of the highlights of the impact of 
philanthropy over the 2016-17 year.

Fiscal year for April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017

YOUR MUSEUM. YOUR IMPACT.



SHOWCASING COLLECTIONS ABROAD
A loan to the Museum of Asian Art in Berlin 
provided half the works featured in Faces to 
Remember: Chinese Portraits of the Ming and 
Qing Dynasties (2017) —— a fi rst-ever exhibition 
in Europe on Chinese ancestor portraits. 

REACHING NEW AUDIENCES IN CHINA
Two exhibitions developed from the ROM’s 
Egyptology collection reached more than one 
million visitors at the Nanjing and Jinsha Site 
Museums in China, raising the profi le of the 
ROM's holdings internationally.

Thanks to visionary donor support, two curatorial
positions were permanently endowed last year: 
the Dan Mishra Curatorship of South Asian Art & 
Culture; and the Bishop White Committee 
Curatorship of Japanese Art & Culture.

As a world-leading museum of art, culture and nature, and
Canada’s largest fi eld research institution, our curators are 
central to provoking the insights that so often change the 
way we view and experience our world. By supporting the 
endowment of these positions, our donors are ensuring 
that the ROM can continue to attract, recruit and retain the 
brightest minds to transform understanding for audiences, 
today and tomorrow.

A $5 million gift from businessman and philanthropist 
Dan Mishra to the ROM’s South Asian section included 
the endowment of the Dan Mishra Curatorship of South 
Asian Art & Culture. The inaugural holder of this position, 
Dr. Deepali Dewan, a renowned expert on the visual 
cultures of South Asia, will leverage this gift to signifi cantly 
enhance the Museum's acquisitions, scholarship, special 
exhibitions, public engagement and learning activities in 
South Asian art and culture.

In addition, The Bishop White Committee Curatorship of 
Japanese Art & Culture is a new role made possible by 
the Bishop White Committee, a group of long-standing 
ROM volunteers who have enabled the Museum to 
steward and display the largest collection of East Asian art 
in Canada. An international search will soon be underway 
for a luminary scholar who will interpret and present our 
collection of 10,000 Japanese artworks —— one of the fi nest 
in Canada —— in exciting and more revelatory ways.

TRANSFORMING
OUR INTELLECTUAL
ENTERPRISE



Barcelona chair by
Mies van der Rohe

One of the many
examples of modern 
design featured in the 
new Gallery, located 
on the Museum's 
third level.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF COLONIALISM
Ongoing fi eld research by Dr. Craig Cipolla, 
ROM Associate Curator of North American 
Archaeology, with the Mohegan Tribe of 
Connecticut, explores Mohegan-English 
interaction from the 17th century onwards. 

CANADIAN WATERCOLOURS
Studying key works in Canadian Watercolours 
and Drawings in the Royal Ontario Museum, 
vol. 3, Dr. Arlene Gehmacher, ROM Curator of 
Canadian Paintings, Prints & Drawings, found
new inscriptions that illuminated their context.

UNVEILING A NEW GALLERY
OF MODERN DESIGN

Featuring the iconic work of designers that include Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Jacques-Émile Ruhlmann and Jules Leleu, 
among numerous others, the new Gallery of Modern 
Design highlights some of the most notable examples of 
20th century furniture, glassware, ceramics, silver and 
other metalwork. Brought together for the fi rst time for
public display at the ROM, the Gallery includes more than
100 objects —— many from the revered Bernard and Sylvia 
Ostry collection —— that are prized for their beauty, rarity 
and cultural signifi cance.

Curated by Robert Little, the Mona Campbell Chair of 
Decorative Arts, the Gallery explores six important design 
aesthetics from 1910 to 1965 —— everything from French Art 
Deco to the clean-lined mid-century style popularized in
Scandinavia. Works by designers like Charles and Ray 
Eames, Eero Saarinen and Mies van der Rohe are joined 

Opened in December 2016, the ROM’s new Gallery of Modern Design is a stunning showcase of 
decorative arts that traces design movements in Europe and North America from 1910 to 1965.

by other enduring classics that examine how new materials 
and technologies facilitated a leap forward in furniture and 
decorative arts production.

Among other donors, the Gallery was made possible by 
the generous support of the Chisholm Family in honour 
of Barbara Chisholm’s 40 years of volunteer service at the 
Museum, as well as a grant from the Mona Campbell 
Endowment Fund.



ROM ART & CULTURE HIGHLIGHTS

Notable Acquisitions Publications

Special Exhibitions

The ROM’s special exhibition program continued to present audiences with unique perspectives of their world, and was 
a critical driver of record-breaking Museum attendance of 1,348,144 visitors for the 2016-17 year.

Other exhibitions included Art, Honour, and Ridicule: Asafo Flags from Southern Ghana, Isaac Julien: Other Destinies.

Acquisitions and publications made possible by the Louise Hawley Stone Chairtable Trust, with the acquisition of the 
marble athlete's head funded through the Mona Campbell Endowment Fund.

ROM Governors
100 Queen’s Park
Toronto, ON   M5S 2C6
rom.on.ca

313,721 VISITORS

CHIHULY

The visually-arresting sculptural glass 
works of Dale Chihuly immersed 
ROM audiences in groundbreaking 
explorations in colour, light, and form
in this spectacular exhibition.

116,754 VISITORS

Tattoos: 
Ritual. Identity. Obsession. Art.

From the Musée du quai Branly in 
Paris, this exhibition explored how 
the 5,000-year-old ancient practice 
of tattooing has evolved through 
cultural exchanges around the world.

167,996 VISITORS

A Third Gender: 
Beautiful Youths in Japanese Prints

This original and critically acclaimed 
ROM exhibition examined sexual 
desire and social roles in Edo period 
Japan, inviting audiences to think 
differently about gender and sexuality.

Marble Athlete's Head

An important Roman 
marble head based on a 
lost Greek original statue 
of an athlete from about 
460 BC by the famous 
sculptor Myron, carved in
the Julio-Claudian era.

Ancient Chinese Jades

The ROM's collection of 
Chinese jade —— more than 
1,200 pieces —— is brought 
to life in a new publication,
revealing the aesthetics 
and cultural impact of this 
precious stone.

Africa in the Market

An award-winning book  
co-edited by the ROM's 
Dr. Silvia Forni highlights 
the role of African artists
and dealers in shaping 
Western understanding of 
African art.

Indian Export Cottons

Six rare early pieces of 
Indian "chintz" cottons, 
representing the artistic 
heights achieved by Indian 
artisans created for the
Thai, Indonesian, and 
Japanese markets.


