
The emperor was a well educated and cultivated 
man, and he would show himself in portraits 
studying classical works surrounded by his 
collections.

 Can you find the painting of a mouse and a poem 
created by an emperor? 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? What 
would you want to show in a selfie? 

Tweet your royal selfie to 
#ROMKidsFC!

Before entering into The Forbidden City, it is 
important to understand where you are going. 

Can you find shoppers in the marketplace, the 
houses of the nobles, The Forbidden City, and 
Coal Mountain (a prominent landmark found 
beyond the palace)?  

How do you think the artist painted such a large 
scene? 

If you were going to draw a picture of your city, 
what do you think would be the most important 
buildings and landmarks to include in your 
drawing?

Using different materials at home, design your own 
city (real or imaginary), including special landmarks 
and buildings. Take pictures of your work and tweet it 
to us. #ROMKidsFC

The 
ROyal FaMily 

OF 

The Forbidden CiTy

Did you Know? 

The Forbidden City had over 
8,728 rooms, in 980 buildings– 

that is one big home!
At Home
ACtIVItY 

Past the beautiful clothing are everyday luxury items used by the Imperial family for all kinds of 
everyday activities including: eating, drinking, going on a picnic, and even taking a bath. You will find 
the sedan chair in this area.

Move past the sedan chair and past the yellow sign 
to the “Studio of Exhaustion from Diligent Service,” 
the emperor’s private space where he would read, 
write, and make art.

It took 1 1/2 hours to walk across The Forbidden City. But the 
emperor didn’t walk. To travel within the city, Emperor Qianlong sat in 
this sedan chair, carried by 8 or 16 musclemen. 

How would you get around The Forbidden 
City? Why would the emperor need so many 
people to carry him?

How do you get around your city?

Imagine what life was like living in the largest palace complex in history. The Forbidden 
City was a palace, home to the emperors of China and their families. In the past, 
ordinary citizens were forbidden to enter. Today, you can enter into the palace of 
the emperors of China in the ROM’s special exhibition and learn about their life in 
The Forbidden City though the amazing objects and art found inside.

As you move through the “Collected Treasures of the Emperor” that were housed in 
The Forbidden City, choose a few favourites and get inspired. Note the different shapes, 
colours and materials that were used to create these masterpieces, and perhaps try to 
create your own ornament to decorate your home.  
What’s in your collection? Tweet us a picture of your treasures. #ROMKidsFC

LOOK 
for this large painting  

of Beijing at the entrance of  

the exhibition.

LOOK  in nearby cases for the emperors’ paint brushes and other art supplies like the ones  shown in this portrait.

At Home
ACtIVItY 



Did you Know? 
Dowager Empress Cixi picked a new flower to 

decorate her clothes each year. What plant or symbol 
would you choose for your clothes?

As you move past the armour and the theatre, you will 
enter the Inner Court of The Forbidden City. The Inner 
Court is where the emperor and his family lived. 

As the emperor sits on a porch, the royal boys build a 
snow lion, set off firecrackers, scatter sesame seeds, 
and burn pinecones and leaves—all considered 
auspicious New Year activities. 

When you are celebrating a major holiday, what 
games or activities do you play? 

Though the painting above shows a special occasion, the 
children are wearing simple, everyday clothing. Keep going 
into the next room and look for the clothing of the Imperial 
women. Imperial women would wear beautiful clothing that 
expressed their personalities through fabric and colours. 

Explore the inner court and the clothing worn by women in 
The Forbidden City. 

What different types of clothes, jewellery, and footwear 
can you find?  What animals, fruits, and colours do you see?

Did you Know? 
Luduan are detectors of truth, speak many languages, and can travel great 

distances. They are shown with wide mouths, and a single horn, and represent 
the intelligence and judgment of the person who is seated on the throne.

LOOK for all of the emperors clothes. Hint: They are all  decorated with dragons

FIND 
the fancy silk outfit for 

the imperial pet dog. 
Hint: It is decorated with  

peonies and covered the face, 

ears, legs, and tail.

FIND the winter scene where the emperor enjoys watching his children play.

When soldiers would return from 
a great battle, the emperor would 
inspect them in the Outer Court. His 
armour would cover his whole body 
but it was more for show than for 
protection. 

What materials were used to make 
the emperor’s armour? 

What would you make your armour 
out of? Would it be fancy or fierce?

Enter into The Forbidden City, and you will find yourself in 
the Outer Court, surrounded by beautiful objects, including 
the Imperial throne!

The Outer Court was where the emperor presented his power 
to the world. When the emperor met with officials and guests 
at formal events, it was important that he appear above them—
looking down on them from his heavenly throne. 

Do you know anyone today who sits on a throne or a 
fancy chair? How do people show they are powerful and 
important today? 

All around the throne are auspicious (meaning “important” or “lucky”) 
symbols. How may lucky animals can you find? What animals do you think 
are lucky?

Music was an important part of court ritual and life in The Forbidden City. Fill a few 
glasses with different amounts of water, and tap them lightly with a spoon to make your 
own Imperial chimes. Compose your own court song, and tweet a recording or vine to #ROMKidsFC.At Home
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