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THE QUEEN MOTHER OF THE WEST
AND THE BELIEF IN PARADISI:

1.
Paradese Lavip

Crnoy potiery with treces of palvchmme

Total beght 73,5 cm

Hee heighe $6oom, dismeier 585 om

Torp s beighs 37,5 om, Summcier of chalice 25,5 om
Four derachable limps, each; hsight 20 omy, diamerer % cm
e ghmuty C06G b=l 2340)

Hinal Cirern Shiscum
(hifr of Tooy and Toby Tanenbaiem, 2000

In many Han tombs comprozite tree-shaped lamgs of potwery or hronee have beon
found decorared with ;ur.lrdi:'-u imapgeny: The |.1Ir|-;:u. ot their hranches con nember
ps hugh as twentv-nine. The ceramic limps have a base in the shape of a mountain
with erees, animals, and immorals. I is very Likely thar this mounnain represents
the Paradise Mountain of the Wesz, Kunhan,

Chn the BOM's lamp, a heavy, sinueus relief ling runs wround the mountain-
:.]':la[n.'l.l. Byise, ilil.ﬂl.'u.lih;.: theee summits. Four 1o e LFecs R od the mountadn,
with traces of the painted branches and lolage stll visible. Seventeen appligués
with fipures and animals are affived 1o the mouniie, all made in molds and
between 7 and 10 cm high or long. With the exception of a large red hare and a
small leogrard, all animals move clockwise a ram with a rider, swo figures rding on
herseback {made i the samme mald b, two barbaran archers oo horseback (mpde in
the same mold), a dragon, o rider on o gallopang horse, o large twger attacking an
winiivl prev, o fox, a dece with large arnlers, a lion with mane, and o pocked camel.
In adidition there are o standing (hrare leaning oo a szatt, o doncer surrounded h:,.'
whitt soem to be flames, dnd an immorral with sutspread amms, who seemis (o be
dancing with an animal, possibly o bear: A cload partern i red and black & painred
on the mountain as a background

O o ledge around the narrow neck of the Base are five more figures; a danger
with wide sheeves, a sither plaver, a squatting storyteller, an old woman with a small
child standing in front of her, and an immonal siming with one leg pulled ug and
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