




“In the past 70 years, we have rapidly and 
extensively altered our planet’s ecosystems, 
resulting in a substantial biodiversity loss. In 
the hopes of furthering our understanding 
and commitment to change. The Salamander 
Foundation is proud to support the Great Lakes 
Ecosystems exhibit in the Schad Gallery of 
Biodiversity at the ROM.”

Nan Shuttleworth
President, The Salamander Foundation 

“I have been a supporter of Renaissance 
ROM from the beginning, but recently I 
had a preview tour of the Schad Gallery 
which made a powerful impression on 
me. I was so impressed by the concept of 
the gallery and its potential for education 
and raising public awareness in the area 
of biodiversity that I made a second 
donation specifically to this gallery.”

Elizabeth Mitchell
President, Department of Museum 
Volunteers & Renaissance ROM Donor 
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“Conserving the boreal forest is a uniquely 
Canadian opportunity and one with global 
significance. The Ivey Foundation is working 
with organizations across Canada to help 
protect the boreal forest so that it becomes 
a valued treasure, not another crisis in 
biodiversity. We are pleased to be part of the 
Schad Gallery, assisting the ROM in bringing 
these critical issues to the public’s attention. “

Bruce Lourie
President, Ivey Foundation

The spectacular Schad Gallery of 
Biodiversity has inspired generous 
gifts of all levels from donors, 
volunteers and friends of the 
ROM who are passionate 
about life on Earth.

Passion
for the ROM

Areference letter from Albert Einstein 
and $25 – that was all Robert Schad 
had when he arrived in Canada in 1951. 
Nearly 60 years later, his success in 

building Husky Injection Molding Systems into a 
$1 Billion company has allowed him to give back to 
the community – devoting his time and energy to 
funding projects that generate public awareness and 
provide education on environmental issues.
	 Robert Schad and his wife, Elizabeth, share a 
passion for the environment and wildlife conservation. 
In 2004, they along with Peter Kendall, Executive 
Director of the Schad Foundation, established Earth 
Rangers, a non-profit organization that empowers 
kids to improve the health of the planet. By building 
on kids’ natural connection to wildlife, Earth Rangers’ 
live shows and interactive website motivate hundreds 
of thousands of kids each year to make realistic 
lifestyle changes to better the planet. 
	 The Schads strongly believe that life on earth 
is in crisis, but that there is hope for change by 
providing education that will inspire action. “There is 
hope if we become accountable for our actions and 
make a commitment to change. It’s not only up to the 
government and large organizations, we as individuals 
must also make changes to our lifestyle,” says Robert. 
	 Given the Schads’ passion for the environment 
and their deep concern with the current state of the 
planet, it’s no surprise they jumped at the opportunity 
to support a permanent gallery at the ROM, focused 
on the diversity and fragility of life on Earth and the 

numerous factors affecting its survival. The highly 
anticipated Schad Gallery of Biodiversity is scheduled 
to open its doors to the public on May 16, 2009.
	 This innovative and interactive gallery combines 
seven ecosystem experiences, roughly 2,500 
specimens, and the Earth Rangers Studio to convey 
an important message about the stunning variety of 
life on Earth and the interconnectedness of nature’s 
amazing web. 
	 Earth Rangers’ Power of One show is a 
15-minute multi-media experience featured in the 
Earth Rangers Studio. It incorporates some of Earth 
Rangers’ most dynamic live animal ambassadors, 
including a lemur, snowy owl, serval cat and 
American kestrel, and demonstrates the responsibility 
each of us has to care for the environment. 
	 Several educational and interactive programs 
related to the latest scientific research, news and 
issues concerning life on Earth will also be offered 
to Schad Gallery visitors. These programs include 
Eco-Challenge, which motivates visitors to learn 
more about the environment with fun puzzles and 
challenging quests, and Backyard Naturalists, which 
encourages participants to think globally while acting 
locally as they discover the world through the eyes 
of a naturalist. Gallery Highlight puts the spotlight 
on certain touchable Schad Gallery specimens, 
such as animal pelts, shells, feathers and insects and 
Lost in the Wilderness explores a park, protected area 
or ecosystem. The ROM has also teamed up with 
environmentally-conscious organizations to present 
green initiatives taking place in our communities 
with Partners in Protection.
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Passion for the ROM continued
	 The Schads’ passion for the ROM began with their initial involvement as 
members, nearly two decades ago. “Our visits to the ROM were fun, educational 
experiences for our son and his friends,” says Elizabeth. We went regularly and 
especially enjoyed the March Break programs.” Elizabeth is now a member of the 
ROM Board of Governors and sits on the Fact? or Fiction? Committee, that helps 
organize an annual fundraising event in support of ROM research.
	 Robert recounts how impressed they were with the forward-looking vision of 
the ROM and the bold, new design of the Michael Lee-Chin Crystal. “Finally, the 
Museum had moved away from the look and feel of a dark, old English institution 
and was adapting itself to modern day design, and focusing on relevant issues 
like threats to biodiversity,” he recalls. “We loved the progressive, contemporary 
approach William Thorsell [Director & CEO] brought to the ROM.”
	 The Schads paid no attention to the early-day critics of the new ROM, instead 
choosing to look ahead to what the Museum could become. “Already the Museum 
has totally changed – you can really see a difference and feel the renewed sense of 
wonder,” says Elizabeth. 
	 Their hope for the Schad Gallery of Biodiversity is that it will engage the 
public in a new and provocative way to educate people on the critical issues that 
are putting life on Earth in crisis. “We hope that the gallery will serve to inspire 
change and instill hope for the future through education, especially for the younger 
generation,” says Elizabeth. 
	 “We are systematically destroying our world. If we don’t do anything now 
to change our unsustainable lifestyles, how can we possibly expect our world to 
be habitable in the future?” asks Robert. “It is very important to understand the 
environmental consequences of our actions, change our bad habits, and educate our 
children for a better future.”
	 Earth Rangers reached 165,000 school children last year and plan to reach 
nearly 350,000 kids, parents and teachers in 2009, in part through their expanded 
presence at the ROM. “The number one concern for children when it comes to 
the environment is the state of animals and their habitats,” says Peter. “Children 
fall in love with the live animal ambassadors they meet in person at our shows or 
online at EarthRangers.com and feel inspired to make a difference.”

	 The transformational gift to the ROM from the Schad family not only 
supports the creation of the Schad Gallery of Biodiversity, but also funds its 
programming and research related to biodiversity and environmental conservation 
through the ROM’s Department of Natural History.
	 The ROM is celebrating the new Schad Gallery of Biodiversity with a special 
reception and private dedication event leading up to the public opening in mid-
May. “It’s getting more exciting every day and we can’t wait for the opening. We are 
pleased to partner with the ROM and proud of the role played by Earth Rangers and 
the Schad Foundation to help the ROM bring the Schad Gallery of Biodiversity to 
reality,” says Robert. 

The Renaissance ROM Campaign, the most successful 
cultural fundraising campaign in Canadian history, is 
counting down to completion. Renaissance ROM has 
accomplished much: doubling the number of artifacts 
and specimens on display within 300,000 square feet 
of new and renovated gallery space, creating a state-
of-the-art digital gallery, and improving the ROM’s 
classrooms, studios, and teaching spaces. The ROM 
continues to secure funds to complete the final phase  
of Renaissance ROM.

Be a part of the successful completion 
of Renaissance ROM!
All contributions are gratefully acknowledged 
with a receipt for income tax purposes.
Click www.rom.on.ca/donate to make your online donation 
Call Laura Sutherland at 416.586.7946 
Email lauras@rom.on.ca for more information.
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