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In Death 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Find the Minoan larnax (coffin) 

in the Gallery of the Bronze Age Ae-
gean.  

Clay coffins became the standard type of 
burial vessel on the island of Crete from 
about 1400 to 1100 B.C. The Minoans made 
the sarcophagi in two different shapes –  
either a footed box with gabled lid or in the 
form of a bathtub.  Such coffins were also 
painted. The deceased was placed in a 
flexed position, and the larnax was secured 
with a cord strung through the holes in its rim 
and lid. 
 

Describe the shape and decoration of the 
coffin, and discuss their significance.  
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

� Find the Grave Stele of  

Iostrate , circa 350 B.C.  

 

Elaborate grave monuments such as this one 
were a major form of sculptural art in the Classi-
cal period. The deceased Iostrate, who is sitting 
on a diphos, looks into a jewel box held by her 
slave girl.  
 

Why would you have a grave stele? 

__________________________________
____________________________ 
 

What can you discern about a woman’s role in 
Greek society from this image?  

__________________________________
____________________________ 
 

 � Stelai became so lavish, they were banned 
by the Athenian government not once but twice. 

 

Ideal Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Find the athletic figure that 

reflect the style of Polykleitos - 
the 5th century B.C  

 

Polykleitos was a Greek sculptor 
who invented the “canon”, a set of 
rules for rendering an ideal male 
body.  Note the small portion of 
curly beard preserved at the break 
of the neck. This hints to the iden-
tity of the individual represented as 
either a bearded Herakles, or a 
bearded Roman emperor in the 
guise of this popular hero. 
 

Find another ruler in this gallery 
that depicts himself in the guise of 
Herakles.   
_____________________ 
 

Why would a ruler want to be 
shown in the guise of Herakles? 

________________________
________________________
________________________ 
 

 � Herakles, the Greek hero of 
superhuman strength, was the son 
of the Greek god Zeus and the 
mortal Alkmene. Herakles was a 
champion of the gods and mortals. 

 

Hoplites and Helmets  
 
This “Corinthian” Helmet follows the classic pattern 
with refined curving outlines and offers all-round pro-
tection. The holes along the lower edge are for attach-
ing a lining.  Found in 1834, reportedly with the skull 
inside, at the battlefield of Marathon, 490 B.C.  
 

What other helmets do we have from famous battles?  

______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

As the resources of Greek city-states and individuals 
increased, armies of foot soldiers, known as hoplites, 
were formed within the wealthier city-states. These 
soldiers were characteristically equipped with about 35 
kg of armour.  

� Find the “Corinthian” 
Helmet, 490 B.C. 

Look at images of hoplites in the surrounding case.  List the typical equipment of a hoplite 
soldier. 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 



 
 
These delicate golden wreaths 
from the 3rd century B.C. are of the 
type commonly found in Hellenistic 
Greek burials.  They were expres-
sions of reverence for the dead.  
Golden wreaths were made in imi-
tation of various leaves.  
 

Look at the ROM’s collection of 
golden wreaths. What types of 
leaves are represented and why? 

 

Golden Splendour 

 

� Find the golden wreaths from 

the Hellenistic Period.  

 

 

Mysteries of Rome  
 

� Find the Mithraic relief in the Gallery of the  

Bronze Age Aegean.  

 

This Mithraic relief from Italy dates to the 2nd cen-
tury A.D. Mithras was an Iranian god whose secret 
and mysterious cult became very popular through-
out the Roman Empire, spread largely by soldiers.  
 

The religion of Mithras was practiced in small 
groups, with ten to twelve participants. Members of 
the cult met in a mithraeum, an underground 
vaulted grotto with complex astronomical and 
planetary symbolism. Much of the evidence of this 
cult comes from archaeological finds and depictions 
of the god.  
 

Describe the scene.  What insights can you gain 
into this secretive cult from this image? 

________________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

Who would this cult appeal to? 

____________________________________ 

Royal Contenance 
 

Tiberius was fifty-six when he became emperor in A.D. 14, after the death 
of the first Emperor of Rome, Augustus. Despite long years of experience 
as a general and administrator under his stepfather, Augustus Tiberius was 
not a popular ruler and spent the last ten years of his reign living in seclu-
sion on the Island of Capri. Emperors used sculpture as a tool for communi-
cating specific ideologies to the Roman populace.  
 

How is Tiberius portrayed? 

____________________________________________________ 
 

What sculpture styles does this piece combine to make such a powerful 
statement? 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 

Portraits of Tiberius show a remarkable and fictionalized resemblance to 
Augustus.  Why would he make such a connection? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

� Find the head of Emperor Tiberius in 

the Gallery of Greece,  A.D. 14-37. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________


