
Everyday Egyptians 
 
Welcome to The Galleries of 
Africa: Egypt. The Ancient 
Egyptians had a complex society 
that spanned thousands of years. 
By examining the objects they left 
behind, we can get a glimpse into 
the daily lives of the ordinary 
Egyptians. 
 
Work in small groups to explore 
the gallery and discover what it 
was like to live and work in Ancient 
Egypt. 
 
Museum Guidelines: 
1. Walk. Do not run. 
2. Use indoor voices. 
3. Stay with your chaperone. 
4. Make way for ROM educators if 

they need a space for a lesson. 
5.  Don't touch objects. Only touch objects that are clearly marked as safe to touch. 
6. Don’t rush. Focus your time on the objects that capture your interest and complete what 

you can within the time you have. 
7. Ask questions and have fun! 
 

 
 

Ancient Egyptians were very fond of animals. What evidence can you find in the gallery that shows which 
animals they liked best?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Most Ancient Egyptians did not go to school, and would start work when they were around seven years old. 
Look around the gallery and list some examples of jobs that you can find. Think about: 

● What sort of things could people make? 
● What else could they do for a living?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What job would you want to do if you were an Ancient Egyptian? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACK IN CLASS: 
Imagine yourself going to work at your job in Ancient Egypt, and tell the story of a day in your life by: 

● writing a story 
● making a comic 
● filming a video 
● creating make an illustrated poem 
● your own choice 

 
Think about: 

● where you live 
● where you sleep 
● what pets you might play with 
● whether or not your day in Ancient Egypt would have anything in common with a day in your life 

today. 
 

 
 
 

Find an object in the gallery you really like and come up with 
some things that you own that you think would be worth a 
trade.  
 
 
 
Have your teacher tweet your offer to #atROM! 
 

 
Use the Scopify app to learn more about the cat mummy and Djedmaatesankh.  

● What did you find the most interesting?  
● What surprised you? 



 
 
 
 

Create a wall scene showing the jobs your group 
members would have liked to have as Ancient 
Egyptians. Act out the wall scene in a tableau and have 
your teacher tweet a photo to #atROM. 
 
BACK IN CLASS 
Try to recreate the scene with props, costumes, and a 
background! Do some research to make sure they are 
historically accurate. 

 
Seek and Discover 

 
 
 
This pretty necklace is actually made for a cat. What else 
can you find in the gallery that tells you that the Egyptians 
thought cats were very special? How would you show that 
a pet you have is very special? (If you don't have a pet, you 
can imagine one!)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fish on the wall showing Queen Hatshepsut's voyage 
to Punt are so realistic that modern-day ichthyologists can 
identify the fish. What other aquatic creatures can you find 
on the wall? 
 
 

 
Look for the Ancient Egyptian student's homework. The 
young scribe practised drawing a man, but also did some 
math homework about triangles. What homework do you 
have to do tonight? What homework would you hope ends 
up in a museum 3000 years from now? What homework do 
you hope does NOT last long enough to make it into a 
museum? 

 
Find this little bowl with feet. This bowl shows that Ancient 
Egyptians wanted to share food with their friends -- it was 
made to go into the grave, showing that people would walk 
to a grave to share food with the deceased.  
 
If you could grant magic feet to one of your possessions so 
that you could share it with others, what would it be? 



Across the Museum 
 
Walk around the mummies, and take a close look at the front of Djedmaatesankh’s coffin. The scene on the 
front shows Djedmaatesankh meeting the gods. This would have shown her friends and loved ones that she 
was safe, and made them feel better at her funeral. 
 
Now visit the Gallery of Africa, the Americas, and Asia-Pacific on level 3 and find the coffins there. Why do 
you think these coffins are shaped the way they are? What would that tell you about the people they 
belonged to? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Across the Museum 
 
Choose your favourite of the Egyptian gods and goddesses and see if you can find a god or goddess that 
performs a similar role in the Greek gallery. Make some notes about them using information you can find in 
the gallery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACK IN CLASS 
Do some research to learn a little about both gods/goddesses. Write a brief character portrait of each, and 
explain which you would have preferred to follow if you had been born thousands of years ago 

 
 

 



 
More at the ROM 
 
Learn more about the statue of Sekhmet  
Meet one of our mummies as she returns to the ROM 
Meet Roberta Shaw, a ROM archaeologist  
Get the facts on the mummy Djedmaatesankh ROM2004_1039_9  
 

 
Glossary: 
 
Deben - An Ancient Egyptian unit of weight. 
 
Archaeologist - An archaeologist studies the lives of humans who have lived in the past, primarily by 

examining the objects and other traces they left behind, usually after excavating them. 
 
Mummy - A mummy is a deceased human or other animal whose remains have been preserved and do not 

decay. Mummies occur naturally for a variety of reasons (extreme cold, low humidity, or lack of air), 
and the earliest Egyptian mummies occurred naturally as a result of being buried in hot sand. Later, 
Egyptians deliberately mummified their dead as part of an important ritual step to living well in the 
afterlife. 

 
Coffin - A funerary container for the remains of humans (and occasionally valued animals), often conforming 

to the basic shape of the body within. In ancient Egypt, usually made of wood or cartonnage. 
 
Sarcophagus - A rectangular stone coffin, which often encloses a wooden coffin that is shaped more like a 

human. 
 
Cartonnage - An Egyptian building material made from strips of linen or papyrus covered in a  plaster-like 

substance called gesso, using techniques similar to paper maché. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fedK03fU_HE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYL9bEOQaCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJ3ktBxKY4U
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.rom.on.ca%2Fpublic%2Findex.php&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEiDLlE8PxKH_O0bk81eeieEdnPHA

