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An emperor’s wedding was a very special 
occasion!  He received many gifts from his people that 
were fi lled with blessings. This porcelain plate was a gift 
to Emperor Tongzhi for his wedding and it was decorated 
with boys playing different games. For the emperors, it was 
very important to have male heirs because they could carry 
down the family name. So a scene full of boys symbolized a 
wish for many blessings and a long family line. 

These boys are doing all kinds of 
activities that have important meanings.

See if you can fi nd...
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Come to the 
ROM’s new 

exhibition about 
the Forbidden City 
and see what else 
you can fi nd on 

the real porcelain 
plate!

Play Time!

2 boys holding up a 
large, blue fl ower pot  
Flowers were considered to be 
very beautiful and the imperial 
family would sometimes host 
fl ower appreciation parties.

3 boys trying to push a 
boat  Over the summer the 
imperial family would tour the 
lakes by boat. 

Boys playing instruments 
(how many can you 
fi nd?)Music was a really 
important part of the grand 
celebrations that happened in 
the Forbidden City.

1 boy setting off 
fi reworks  Royal children 
would watch fi reworks shows 
with their family on special 
occasions. 

7 bats  Bats were symbols of 
happiness and luck.

12 boys carrying a 
dragon  The dragon was 
considered the most powerful 
creature in Chinese culture. 
A dragon with 5 claws was 
the ultimate symbol of the 
emperor.

1 boy pushing a white 
elephant  Elephants were     
symbols of a peaceful regime. 

1 butterfl y fl ying 
near a plant  Butterfl ies    
represented a wish for a    
long and happy life. 

Boys holding  lanterns 
in the air (how many   
different lantern designs 
can you fi nd?)  Lantern 
lightings were a form of 
entertainment for the royal 
family. 




