
This catalogue is the first to document the highlights of the Wedgwood 

collection at the Royal Ontario Museum. The wide selection of pieces pub-

lished here allows the public and scholars to learn about and better un-

derstand the collection. While a few examples from the collection have 

already been featured prominently in two recent books by Diana Edwards, 

the items chosen illustrate the history of Wedgwood ceramics. 
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Discover the genius of Josiah Wedg-

wood I (1730–1795), whose diverse, 

high-end products and business 

practices revolutionized the English 

ceramics industry in the 18th century. 

The ROM’s outstanding collection 

of Wedgwood includes pieces of 

“Queen’s Ware” from the table of 

Catherine the Great, copies of the 

famed “Portland vase,” a black basalt 

relief weighing more than 800 pounds, 

as well as exquisite cameo medal-

lions and jeweLlery. Published on the 

250th anniversary of the founding 

of the Wedgwood company. 

Dr. Peter Kaellgren is Curator of 

Decorative Arts at the Royal Ontario 

Museum. He has played a key role in 

building the Museum’s collections 

of ceramics, glass, silver, furniture, 

and design graphics and has lec-

tured widely on post-1500 decorative 

arts. He is a co-author of High Style: 

Masterworks from the Bernard and 

Sylvia Ostry Collection in the Royal 

Ontario Museum.

R O YA L  O N T A R I O  M U S E U M

Above all, Josiah Wedgwood was an artist and innovator whose diverse 

and high-quality products revolutionized the English ceramics industry 

in the 18th century.  — Wedgwood: Artistry and Innovation
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